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Percy Jackson and the Olympians is a series of bestselling books by Rick Riordan. Books that 
are bestselling are purchased by many readers. The Percy Jackson books are mainly written for 
young readers.

The books tell the story of Percy, a boy who has many adventures. Percy’s adventures are 
based on myths. These are made-up stories that try to explain the world. Many myths are about 
heroes, gods, and monsters.

Riordan has written five Percy Jackson books. He has also written other books about myths 
and adventures. Riordan’s books have sold millions of copies. Readers around the world enjoy 
them. Two Percy Jackson books have been made into movies. 

Background

Rick Riordan was a teacher. He loved teaching about myths. Some of his favorite myths were 
from ancient, or long ago, times. Some myths were about gods and monsters. Others were 
about heroes’ exciting adventures.

Riordan’s son, Haley, enjoyed hearing myths as bedtime stories. Riordan told Haley all the 
myths he knew. Then Haley asked him to make up new myths. Riordan made up new stories 
about myths that take place in the real world.

Riordan used many characters from ancient myths. Characters are people in a story. He 
also made up new characters. The most important character was Percy Jackson. Percy was a 
twelve-year-old student who had many adventures. Riordan wanted Percy to be like Haley.

Percy had ADHD and dyslexia. These are disorders that affect how people think and act. 
Percy was different from other students in a good way. He had a lot of energy and could think 
in ways that other kids could not.

The Percy Jackson Story

The five Percy Jackson books are The Lightning Thief, The Sea of Monsters, The Titan’s Curse, 
The Battle of the Labyrinth, and The Last Olympian. Each book has its own adventures. But 
they all work together to show Percy grow up and do great things.

In these books, Percy is a demigod, or a person who is part god. He and other demigod 
children must attend a special camp, Camp Half-Blood. There, the children learn how to use 
their special powers. 
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The Books 

In The Lightning Thief, Percy must 
catch a thief. The thief has stolen a 
bolt of lightning from Zeus, the 
strongest god. The lightning could 
be used as a terrible weapon. A 
weapon is a tool that can hurt or 
kill people. Percy and his friends 
must stop the thief before he or 
she uses the lightning.

The Sea of Monsters is about 
Percy trying to save Camp Half-
Blood. A magical tree that protects 
the camp is in danger. The only 
way to save it is to find a magical 
item guarded by many monsters. 
Percy and his friends sail into the 
Sea of Monsters to get the magi-
cal item they need.

In The Titan’s Curse, Percy 
learns that an old friend is in 
trouble. While he tries to save his 
friend, he finds many troubling problems. A mighty creature called a Titan is trying to trap him. 
An important god is missing. Percy must try to solve these problems.

The Battle of the Labyrinth is about evil forces coming to Camp Half-Blood. Percy thinks 
that gods and Titans are going to start a war. To keep his camp safe, he must go on a quest. This 
is an adventure. This quest leads him into a maze under the ground.

The Last Olympian tells the end of Percy’s story. In this book, the evil Titan Kronos is try-
ing to destroy the gods. Percy and his demigod friends must stop them. The demigods must 
protect Mount Olympus, which is the home of the gods. 

Characters and themes from the Percy Jackson and the Olympians 
series.

Popularity 

Riordan’s Percy Jackson books came out from 2005 to 2009. After that, Riordan wrote other 
books about Percy’s mythical world. He also wrote new stories about different myths and 
characters.

Millions of readers around the world have enjoyed the Percy Jackson books. These books 
were on many lists of bestselling books. The first two books were even made into movies in 
2010 and 2013. 
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 � By Mark Dziak

Mark Dziak is a writer of fiction and nonfiction who has produced educational testing and 
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COMPREHENSION TEST

Multiple-Choice Questions

1. Who stays at Camp Half-Blood?

A. human students

B. missing gods

C. evil Titans

D. demigod children

2. When was the first Percy Jackson book published?

A. 2005

B. 2009

C. 2010 

D. 2013

3. In which book does Percy visit a maze?

A. The Sea of Monsters 

B. The Titan’s Curse

C. The Battle of the Labyrinth

D. The Last Olympian

Fill-in-the-Blank Questions

4. A person who is part god may be called a __________.

5. Using a ________ may hurt or kill other people.

6. Another word for an adventure is a _______. 
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COMPREHENSION TEST ANSWERS

Multiple-Choice Questions

1. Who stays at Camp Half-Blood?

A. human students

B. missing gods

C. evil Titans

D. demigod children

2. When was the first Percy Jackson book published?

A. 2005

B. 2009

C. 2010 

D. 2013

3. In which book does Percy visit a maze under the ground?

A. The Sea of Monsters 

B. The Titan’s Curse

C. The Battle of the Labyrinth

D. The Last Olympian

Fill-in-the-Blank Questions

4. A person who is part god may be called a  demigod .

5. Using a  weapon  may hurt or kill other people.

6. Another word for an adventure is a  quest . 
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